CALGARY OFFICE
The Prime Minister and Finance Minister have since refused to
provide Canadians with a date when Canada can expect to have
a balance budget again. The last balanced budget occurred
under Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2015.
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Calgary, AB
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(403) 220-0888

I regularly send mailings to your home as a way to inform you of critical information
as well as getting your feedback on matters before Parliament.

As your Member of Parliament for Calgary Confederation, it is my job to represent
you in Ottawa, no matter how you voted in the last election. I read your letters, your
emails and canvass homes in the riding by going door-to-door. These interactions
allow me to know what issues are important to you and how you want to be
represented on those issues.

Proudly Serving Calgary Confederation

Member of Parliament

The federal budget will not be balanced for decades. According
to the government’s own Finance Department, Canada’s
budgets will not be balanced until 2040.

www.LenWebber.ca

Constituency Office
(403) 220-0888

I can’t encourage you enough to participate in these surveys to ensure you are
heard. If you don’t respond to my mailings, you may not be represented on issues
before Parliament in the way you want to be. A healthy democracy requires a good
dialogue between citizens and their elected representatives. Those who do not
participate in their democracy are destined to be represented by those that do.
Please consider getting better connected and ensure you are heard.
Parliament Hill Office
(613) 996-2756
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Why don’t we
just go further
into debt?
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Let’s stay connected!
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What do you think of the job the
NDP caucus is doing?
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What do you think of the job the
Conservative caucus is doing?
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What do you think of the job
your Member of Parliament
Len Webber is doing?
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What do you think of the job the
Liberal caucus is doing?

When it comes to the fiscal management...

Should the federal government make balancing the
budget their first priority?
❑YES
❑NO
❑UNSURE

Do you think growing government debt is a threat to
spending priorities like health and education?
❑YES
❑NO
❑UNSURE

ACTUAL CONSERVATIVE
AMOUNT CAME IN
UNDER THE LIBERAL
TARGET FOR 2014-15

www.LenWebber.ca
In the time since, the debt-to-GDP level has not dropped to the
promised 27% and remains close to 31%.

Len Webber

“We have two fiscal anchors that guide our overall fiscal
framework. In 2019/20, we will:

Proudly serving
Calgary Confederation
In 2015, the Liberal Party election platform promised:

Stay informed and subscribe to my popular
monthly newsletter at www.lenwebber.ca
Liberal.ca

Reduce the federal debt-to-GDP ratio to 27 percent
Balance the budget”



Len Webber
What was promised and
what was delivered?

Thanks, Chad
Hi Chad,
Thank you for your email and for providing me the opportunity to
respond.
Getting Canada’s finances in order is not a threat to Canada’s social
services, but failing to address our over-spending is a threat to these
cherished social programs.

I have dedicated this mailing to addressing this dangerous notion that
increased debt does not come at a cost.

While Canada can afford in the short-term to borrow money to
finance spending beyond our means, this comes at a future cost.

Your feedback on these important issues in invaluable to me as I
strive to represent you in Parliament. Your participation ensures your
views matter and your perspectives are shared.

While I think it is morally wrong that we spend money we do not
have and send the bill to our grandchildren, I also believe operating
the nation’s finances like this puts our financial future at risk
too. Why should future generations have to pay for our spending
and theirs at the same time?

Please consider signing up for my popular monthly e-newsletter at
www.lenwebber.ca to stay informed on many other issues.

If Canada is deemed to be too heavily indebted, our credit rating
will drop and the cost to borrow money in the future will cost a lot
more than it does already. This will impact our ability to affordably
renew mortgages, take out capital loans for business expansion and
many other things.

Kind regards,
Len Webber, MP
Calgary Confederation

Debt is a vast, sucking field of muck,
and we’re all flailing to get out.
Logic dictates that there will be a price to pay for all this.
The bill will come due.
Neil MacDonald - CBC News, March 2019

(Federally, debt servicing charges amount to a cost of over $21.4
Billion and it is growing every year. This will grow dramatically with
rising interest rates.)
There are times when debt makes sense, such as home investment and
post-secondary education, because the future return on that type of
investment justifies it, but that is not the type of spending we are
seeing. Instead, we are seeing governments continue to spend money
on things we cannot rightfully afford at the present time. However, if
we were not also paying so much in debt servicing charges, we would
have plenty of money for other things.
There is no greater risk to the future sustainability of our healthcare
system and other cherished programs than looming and massive debt
servicing charges. The best way to protect these cherished programs
is to reduce this risk and the sooner we start, the cheaper it will be.
Thank you again for writing to me.
Len Webber, MP
1967-2023

The money we borrow now comes with its own costs too.
In 2008, Alberta paid $61 per person in debt charges. Last year this
had skyrocketed to $442 per person annually and this is expected to
grow further at a rate of about $100 per year.

Email

However, I also received a number of
responses asking why we just do not keep
spending and go further into debt. The
suggestion was that we do not need to
give up anything as debt is ‘just a
number’.

Community Survey

The top issue identified in the
community survey was ‘cutting
the deficit’ and I would like to
know how you think that is best
achieved.
Cut Spending
69%
Increase Taxes
8%
Combination of
both—23%

Postal Code

I asked you what approach you would like
to see the government take to address this
issue and cutting spending was clearly the
preferred approach.

Address

In my community survey residents told me their top issues of concern.
Overwhelmingly, the issue people would like to see Parliament focus
on more is ‘Cutting the Deficit’.

The delay in the construction of the TMX pipeline also comes at a
cost too. Every day the pipeline is not generating tax revenue, we are
losing out on about $8,000,000 per day. Just imagine what we could
do with $8M per day more? Imagine how much less debt we would
be accumulating if we were making a daily paydown on our provincial
debt of $8M more?
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Dear Constituent,

I received your pamphlet in the mail the other day.
I want to ask you, why do you think that people feel that
"cutting the deficit" is important to People? We live in a world
where there are only 6 Countries on the planet that have no
debt. The county’s debt has no direct effect on me or how much
money I make. I must say I'd rather live in a functioning
country that has free health care and debt, than a country that
has no healthcare and no debt. Just an example. Please inform
me as to why being concerned with debt should be important.
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Dear Len,

Very soon, we could be paying $1,000 per person in Alberta every
year just to service the debt we have and that assumes we do not
continue to add to that debt. If we did not have to pay those debt
servicing charges, we would have an extra $2.3 Billion per year for
spending on many worthwhile projects and services. By comparison,
annual spending on education is $8.4 Billion.

